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How democracy works?

Good environment: market economy, economic growth, educated and engaged
citizens/political elites/businesses, supportive foreign actors

Regular free elections Open public debate Division of power
Minimizing ,, power abuse”

Solving problems Social capital Innovation

Higher standard of living

Better environment: economic growth, educated and engaged citizens/political
elites/businesses

Source: Peter Golias, INEKO, Slovakia



Threats to democracy

Bad environment: economic decline, poor-educated public, corrupt political
elites & businesses, weak media, destructive foreign actors, etc.

Authoritarianism . Populism

Iron Law of Oligarchy: power abuse P Popular but bad measures

Deterioration of public goods
Disruption of free competition, stronger monopolies

Waste of public money, unsustainable public finances

Corruption, state capture, injustice
Violation of human rights, attacks on minorities, violence, wars

Lower standard of living

Worse environment: economic decline, poor-educated public, corrupt elites
& businesses, weak media, etc.

Source: Peter Golias, INEKO, Slovakia
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Chart 1. Democracy Index 2020, global map by regime type
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Table 1.
Democracy Index 2020, by regime type

Note. “World” population refers to the total population of the 167 countries covered by the Index. Since this excludes only micro states, this

is nearly equal to the entire estimated world population.

Source: The Economist Intelligence Unit.

Source: EIU, Democracy Index 2020



Change in Democracy Index over 2006-20
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Democracy Index in 2020
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7,92

7,67

8,16
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Source: The Economist Intelligence Unit, assessment on a scale 0-10, where 0 means no democracy and 10 means the best democracy
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Democracy Index over 2006-20 in selected countries
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What they assess

Electoral system (UA: 8.25) — free and fair elections,
political system, etc.

Functioning of government (UA: 2.71) — checks and
balances, corruption, trust to government and political
parties, etc.

Political participation (UA: 7.22) — electoral participation,
active membership in political organizations, engagement
of citizens in public affairs

Political culture (UA: 5.00) — public meaning of democracy
and its links to public order, economy, etc.

Civil liberties (UA: 5.88) — freedom of media, rule of law,
independence of judiciary, protection of private property
and human rights, etc.



Link between quality of democracy and wealth
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Life expectancy at birth, 2019, UNDP
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Democracy delivers!

The most democratic countries in the world are also the richest and people there enjoy the longest lives

Countries by GDP per capita in PPP: ® Poorest quarter 2nd quarter  ® 3rd quarter  ® Richest quarter
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Link between quality of democracy and happiness

Full democracy

Flawed democracy

w0 %p] =t

(1=naq st aybiy ‘oL - 0)
xapui ssouiddey

Aenuop

puejui4

BI[EIISNY

Auewian
wopbury payun
BLIsNY

uedef

531635 panun
EEH|

Jl|gnday Y9z

wnibjag

EOLYY LINOS
eneno|S

PUEod
Elpu|
febunpyy

EIUELOY
oylosa

ejue] 1S
00143 Y

a

sEIRpUoH

EIUEZUE|

(Democracy Index 2020)

Quality of democracy

E[ELUSIEND)

Kawan|
ey

JlEMMY

enbeledip

IS5y
UEISUHEZEY
EpUEMY

HEINHETNY
uelsiuey Bpy

SalElIW gely pauun
BUILD
Blgely Ipnesg

PEYD



Thank you for your attention!

https://www.ineko.sk/projekty/strengthening-democratic-resilience-of-key-public-
institutions-in-ukraine
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